New Jersey Urban Parks Master Plan Design Competition – Overview
From American Revolution to Industrial Revolution to Urban Revolution in Trenton and Paterson
Sponsors:  The State of New Jersey: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) in partnership with the New Jersey State Council on the Arts and the New Jersey Institute of Technology’s (NJIT) School of Architecture.  The Department of the Treasury, Division of Property Management and Construction (DPMC) will administer the design competition on behalf of the sponsors.
Site Locations: Trenton and Paterson, New Jersey.
Type: Two-Stage, National, Open, Request for Qualifications (RFQ)

DPMC Project #:  P0990-00
Project Budget:  $20 million ($10 million per site).

Project Development Awards: Up to five teams of finalists for each city will each receive a project development contract for $17,000 to develop detailed design concepts 
for the Master Plan in two stages.

Master Plan Contract: The winning designers selected for each project site from the Final Proposals (Stage Two) submissions will enter into a professional consulting contract with the State of New Jersey’s Department of the Treasury DPMC to provide 
the Master Plan and will be required to meet all State statutory, business and insurance requirements.
Funding:  All budgets are subject to the availability of funds.

Jury:  The Stage One Jury will consist of noted design professionals (to be announced).  The Stage Two Jury will consist of Stage One jury representatives and key stakeholders for each urban park.

Eligibility: Open to individuals, firms or teams consisting of architects, landscape architects, planners, engineers, artists, urban designers and students. Collaborations between disciplines are strongly encouraged. Applicants are eligible to be considered for both sites unless a preference is indicated in the RFQ.

A team leader (individual or firm) must be designated in the RFQ.  All participants must have reached 18 years of age by September 30, 2005 and be legal residents of the United States. 

Competition Description: Stage One includes: 1) Request for Qualifications (RFQ) via a  Preliminary Technical Proposal; 2) Determine Shortlist of Finalists; 3) Interviews of Finalists; 4) Stage One jury review to select up to five finalist teams for each site; 

5) Orientation and contracting of finalists; 6) Review, exhibition and public comment of Stage One concepts.  7) Comments provided to finalists for Stage Two submissions.  

Stage Two includes: 1) Advancement of Stage One concept to finished concept; 2) Review and exhibition; 3) Recommendation of winning concept by jury; and, 4) Public announcement of winning designs.

The Stage Two Jury will review submissions and recommend winning concept to the jurisdictional agencies of the urban park sites.  The recommendations will be ranked at the discretion of the jury.  Sealed fee proposals will be requested with the Stage Two submissions.
Tentative Timetable:

October 21, 2005

RFQ due – 2:00PM deadline

November 1, 2005

Notification of short-listed finalists

November 14 & 15, 2005
In-person interviews of short-listed finalists

Week of November 21st
Trenton and Paterson finalists announced

December 2005

Informational meetings at the sites for finalists

Mid-March, 2006

Stage One submission deadline
March, 2006


Stage One proposals on view for public comment





Comments to be provided to finalists

May, 2006


Final Stage Two Proposal submission deadline

June 2006


Announcement of winning design concepts for Master Plan
New Jersey Urban Parks Master Plan Design Competition: The State of New Jersey is inviting the nation’s most inspirational architects, landscape architects, artists, designers, and planners to express their interest in the submission of concepts and visions for two new urban state park initiatives: the Great Falls State Park in Paterson and a band of Trenton area parks and historic sites, including Stacy Park in the Capitol Complex.  This competition seeks to encourage an investigation into the nature and quality of contemporary outdoor public urban parks situated within the layered historical contexts of these two pioneering American cities celebrated for their revolutionary contributions to democracy and industry.
The Paterson park will focus on ecological aesthetics of the Great Falls and the city’s Native American and industrial history. The 77-foot Great Falls is the second largest waterfall ~ by volume and width ~ east of the Mississippi River. Alexander Hamilton, the first Secretary of the Treasury, designated Paterson America’s first planned industrial city in tribute to the extensive waterpower the Great Falls provided. 

The park in Trenton will link the Delaware & Raritan Canal State Park to existing parks and historic sites, including the Hamilton-Trenton Marsh, Stacy Park, Mill Hill Park, the Trenton Battle Monument and three National Historic Landmarks, the Old Barracks Museum, the John Abbott House and the William Trent House Museum. The reclamation and restoration of Stacy Park will enhance the historic restoration of the State House Complex.

The State of New Jersey seeks design excellence and innovation for these parks.  A major goal will be the enhancement, accessibility, connectivity, and integration of natural and man-made environments, with emphasis on historical and ecological treasures.
Competition Goals/Design Challenge: The goal of the competition is to select brilliant design concepts for the Paterson and Trenton sites from the most qualified individuals, firms or teams which will be translated into a Master Plan for each park.  
The winning concept(s) for each park will successfully incorporate issues of: identity appropriate to urban parks of such exceptional potential, the enrichment of contemporary city life and experience, integrated urban park design in relation to the broader and immediate context both natural and man-made, qualitative enhancement of the surrounding man-made and natural environment, cultural tourism, history, urban ecology, exploration of both natural and man-made archeology, sustainability and maintenance, and the creation of a public destination and attraction.  

Concepts should consider the potential impact of new materials and technologies on the urban context, much in the same spirit as the innovations that emerged from these two great cities.  Additionally, the concepts should consider the nature and integrity of an occupied boundary zone located between the built and the natural environment. Such an investigation should consider a broad conception of such conditions as public, private, recreational, and environmental.

Project Website:  Additional information regarding the project and sites will be available on the following website on September 20, 2005:     
         
www.nj.gov/dep/urbanparks
Interested individuals should visit the website to further obtain an understanding of the project scope for their proposals to develop the Master Plan.
Evaluation Criteria:  Each firm’s/team’s proposal for this Master Plan Design Competition will be evaluated based on specific criteria developed for this project.  For Stage One the proposals will be evaluated according to their Organization, Diversity and Qualifications; Design Excellence & Past Experience on Projects of a Similar Size and Nature; Experience with Interdisciplinary Collaboration on Projects; and their Written Description of the Team’s Design Philosophy and Approach.  
Additional criteria will be included in Stage Two including excellence of overall design concept in response to project brief; sustainability of overall design concept including materials and technologies; integration of design with existing elements; project implementation strategy and schedule; and project management approach including quality and cost controls.

End of Overview

